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The department has recently received multiple complaints of open burning in our region, We encourage local
governments to actively prohibit open burning while developing safer and more envirenmentally-friendly ways
of dealing with waste material. If your municipality hasn't already, we suggest adopting the enclosed model
open burning ordinance.

There are certain wastes that are prohibited from being burhed and those types of wastes include but are not
fimited to demolition waste, insulation, shingles, treated wood, paint, painted or stained objects or furniture,
tires, mattresses, box springs, metal, insulating coating on wire, television sets and appliances, automobiles,
automotive parts, batteries, PVC products, waste oil and other petroleum products. :

Additionally, If you are a mandated recycling community under the Municipal Waste FPlanning, Recycling and
Waste Reduction Act, residents and commercial, institutional, and municipal establishments within your
municipality cannot burn recyclables mandated by the municipal ordinance and must separate leaf waste for
coliection and or composting. Leaf waste is defined in the Act as “leaves, garden residues, shrubbery and tree
trimmings, and similar material, but not including grass clippings.” Leaf waste may naot be thrown out with
househeld waste or burned as a means of disposal in mandated recycling communities,

If your municipality is located in an air basin and you wish to set a fire for the purpose of burning clearing and
grubhing waste, you must use an air curtain destructor approved by the Southwest DEP’s Air Quality Program
office.

No municipality may enact an open burning ordlnance or permit burning contrary to the Solid Waste
Management Act, the Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act, or the Air Pollution
Controf Act.

If you have any questions, please contact Brad Cunningham at (412) 442-4143.
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