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DEP’s Open Burning Regulation Exception
Frequently Asked Questions for Firefighting Personnel

1. Whatis “open burning”?

Open burning is an outdoor fire where contaminants are released directly into the air and are not directed
through a duct, pipe, or chimney.

2. What is the exception to the Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) open burning regulations for
firefighters?

Open burning can be permitted when a fire is set for the purpose of firefighting personnel instruction by
emergency service organizations in accordance with DEP regulations found at 25 Pa. Code § 129.14(c)(2).
Training can be for an “acquired” structure, a permanent firefighting structure or site, or some other form of
firefighting instruction involving open fire.

3. What are the application requirements for the different types of instructional open burning training?

A. Acquired Structure for Firefighting Instruction:

a. Requires written approval from the Office of the State Fire Commissioner (OSFC)/Pennsylvania State
Fire Academy (PSFA) and DEP.

b. Application Steps:

i. If being used as PSFA training, submit an application to an Educational Training Agency in the
county where the training will occur 45 days in advance of the exercise.

i. Submit the DEP Application for Open Burning Exception for Firefighting Instruction (DEP
Form 2700-PM-BAQO0002) to the PSFA field supervisor responsible for the county where the
acquired structure is located (contact information available on DEP’s instructional form that
accompanies the application).

iii. Submit the Asbestos Abatement and Demolition/Renovation Notification Form (DEP
Form 2700-FM-BAQO0021) to DEP and to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) the same
time item 2 above is given to the PSFA field supervisor.

iv. If the training is not a PSFA course, only the DEP Application for Open Burning Exception for
Firefighting Instruction (DEP Form 2700-PM-BAQO0002) needs to be submitted to DEP
10 business days in advance of the training date. Note: Any interior structural firefighting training
must be registered with PSFA.

B. Training in or at a Permanent Firefighting Structure or Site:

a. Requires written approval from the DEP Air Quality Program Office for the county in which the site is
located prior to the start of the training season (contact information is provided at the end or in the
instructions for the application form).

b. Application Steps:

i. The administrator of a permanent firefighting structure or site shall provide notice, in writing, of
the burn schedule—including:

1. The dates of the burn days and
2. The type of burns to be conducted for the season

ii. Complete items 1 through 4 of the DEP Application for Open Burning Exception for Firefighting
Instruction and attach the above burn schedule information.

iii. If changes to the schedule become necessary, the DEP Air Quality Program Office shall be
notified in writing at least 10 business days before the planned training.

C. Submittal and Approval Process for other forms of firefighting instruction involving open fire burning:

a. Requires written approval from DEP Air Quality Program Office for the county in which the training is
scheduled to take place at least 10 business days before the planned training.

b. Application Steps:

i. Complete and submit the DEP Application for Open Burning Exception for Firefighting Instruction
to the DEP Air Quality Program for the county in which the training is scheduled.

i. DEP Air Quality Program staff will review the application and notify the applicant in writing of its
decision.
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D. Fire Extinguisher Training requires oral approval from:
a. DEP Air Quality Program Office for the county in which the training is scheduled.
b. A phone call to the DEP Air Quality office where the training is occurring.

Are there consequences for not submitting an application?

Failure to submit an Application for Open Burning Exception for Firefighting Instruction may result in
enforcement action including the assessment of civil penalties.

Where should questions about the open burning exception for the purpose of firefighting or the application
process be directed?

Questions should be directed to the DEP Air Quality Program Office for the county in which the training is
scheduled to take place. Please refer to the contact information provided at the end of this document or in the
instructions for the application form.

Where can | locate the forms and any additional information?

The Application for Open Burning Exception for Firefighting Instruction (DEP Form 2700-PM-BAQ0002), as
well as instructions  for  completing the  application, is at the following link:
www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Air/BAQ/Generallnformation/Pages/Open-Burning-Information.aspx.

The Asbestos Abatement and Demolition/Renovation Notification Form (DEP Form 2700-FM-BAQO0021) is

available at the following link: www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetFolder?FolderID=2681.

Or, by going to www.dep.pa.gov and typing in the DEP Form information in the search box.

To which regional office should | submit my application or contact if I have any questions?

Please refer to the following contact information, organized by the counties served by the six regional offices.

Armstrong, Butler, Clarion,
Crawford, Elk, Erie, Forest, Indiana,
Jefferson, Lawrence, McKean,
Mercer, Venango, and Warren:
Northwest Regional Office

DEP Air Quality Program

230 Chestnut Street

Meadville, PA 16335-3481

Office: 814-332-6940

Fax: 814-332-6121

Beaver, Cambria, Fayette, Greene,
Somerset, Washington, and
Westmoreland

Southwest Regional Office

DEP Air Quality Program

400 Waterfront Drive

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4745

Office: 412-442-5215

Fax: 412-442-4194

Bradford, Cameron, Centre,
Clearfield, Clinton, Columbia,
Lycoming, Montour,
Northumberland, Potter, Snyder,
Sullivan, Tioga, and Union:
North-central Regional Office

DEP Air Quality Program

208 West Third Street St., Suite 101
Williamsport, PA 17701-6448
Office: 570-327-3638

Fax: 570-327-3420

Adams, Bedford, Berks, Blair,
Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin,
Fulton, Huntingdon, Juniata,
Lancaster, Lebanon, Mifflin, Perry,
and York:

South-central Regional Office
DEP Air Quality Program

909 Elmerton Avenue

Harrisburg, PA 17110-8200
Office: 717-705-4702

Fax: 717-705-4830

Carbon, Lackawanna, Lehigh,
Luzerne, Monroe, Northampton,
Pike, Schuylkill, Susquehanna,
Wayne, and Wyoming:
Northeast Regional Office

DEP Air Quality Program

2 Public Square

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-1915
Office: 570-826-2511

Fax: 570-826-2357

Bucks, Chester, Delaware, and
Montgomery:

Southeast Regional Office

DEP Air Quality Program

2 East Main Street

Norristown, PA 19401-4915
Office: 484-250-5920

Fax: 484-250-5921

For more information, visit www.dep.pa.gov, search term: open burning exception or firefighting.
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